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Much of our basic information on the birds of

Vnnobon comes from a visit to the island by

C.H. Fry, in 1959, whose work also summarised pre-

vious data. In the last 40 years the only new information

was obtained during a one-day visit in 1989. and

some unpublished data on captured birds from 198"'.

According to this, Annobon holds 16 breeding birds,

of which ten are terrestrial and six marine species.

Another four species appear to be regular migrants.

The main focus of the recent visit was to discover

the status of those species of high conservation sig-

nificance, including the two island endemics: Annobon

White-eye Zosterops griseovirescens and Annobon

Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone Cruftventer) smithii.

Two other species were subject to special attention —

Sao Tome Bronze-naped Pigeon Columba malherbii.

which only occurs on Annobon, Sao Tome and

Principe, and the Annobon race of African Scops Owl

Otus scops feae.

A final important question concerned the Black

Noddy Anous minutus, whose population on

Annobon was previously estimated at 13,500 pairs.

This was considered to lx* more than 1% of the

species’ world population and made the colony of

conservation importance.

The preliminary results demonstrate that both

Annobon White-eye and Annobon Paradise Fly-

catcher are common and widespread throughout

most of the island. The Sao Tome Bronze-naped

Pigeon is also common, although its habitat is more

restricted than that of the two previous species. The

Black Noddy population is smaller than the 1959

estimate, although the decline is more apparent than

real and is a result of earlier over-estimates of breed-

ing numbers.

Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata was dis-

covered to be a recently arrived breeding species and

three vagrants were added to the island list: Southern

Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis
,
Bar-tailed Godwit

Limosa lapponica and a bee-eater Merops sp.
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